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Introduction

The U.S. Army Aviation Epidemiology Data Register (AEDR) is
a family of databases storing the medical history and physical
findings of healthy and unhealthy Army aircrew members. AEDR
researchers often need to know the number of aircrew members in a
study cohort. This report presents age distribution reference
tables for Army aviators stratified by gender, component, and
calendar year for use by AEDR researchers and customers.

Methods

The AEDR flying duty medical examination (FDME) database was
queried for the first FDME submitted each calendar year and Army
aviator from 1986 through 1992. The aviator's age, gender, and
component of service were cross-tabulated to produce frequency
distribution tables with intervals of 1 and 5 years of age.

Results

Tables 1 through 7 show the age distribution for calendar
years 1986 through 1992. These are stratified by age, gender,
and component.

Discussion and summary

The absolute number of individual aviators has not been
counted during this study. There is an annual turnover due to
aviators entering by training and leaving after voluntary or
involuntary separation. This is about 7 percent of the total
force per year based on the number of new graduate aviators.
Some aviators change from one component to another, and even back
again to the original component. Retired aviators were temporar-
ily called to active duty during Desert Storm. Some civilian
aviators are dual-component. They serve as civilian aviators
during the weekday and reserve component aviators during the
weekend. Every effort was made to count them as civilian
component, their principle duty, but this decreases the total
number of reserve component aviators counted in each year.

In summary, these reference tables reflect the number of
person-years (aviator-years) for calendar years 1986 to 1992, and
not the absolute number of individuals in the cohort during all
seven calendar years. AEDR researchers can use the tables to
calculate annual incidence rates, annual period prevalence rates,
and other rates based on aviator-years of occupational exposure
stratified by age, gender, and/or component. Aeromedical
resource, policy and standards, and safety managers can use the
tables for planning and funding aviator preventive care programs.
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